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A News letter for the
GRAND VALLEY
STATE U N I VE R S I T Y

Community
Monday, October 4, 1999

Volume 24, Number 10

Culture Matters: GVSU Celebrates National Arts &

Humanities Month with October Events
Grand Valley will participate in a
month-long national cele bration of
cultural activity in American life
during October.
"The arts have long been an
integral part of America 's cultural
heritage , e ncouraging us to ga in a
dee per understanding of o urselves
and of o ur society, " said President Bill
Clinton , w ho declared October
National Arts and Humanities Month.
The Arts and Humanities Division
at GVSU is participating in the
national celebration with a series of
events, called Culture Matters, beginning today with a 7 p.m. speech by
James Dickenson , coordinator of the
Smithso nian Forum on the Media and

Society. Dickenson will speak on
"Change in Rural Society: The Decl ine
of Community in Post-War America" in
the Cook-DeWitt Center (see article on
page 2).
Other events include a poetry
reading by Fremont autho r Dan Gerber
on October 6 (see a rticle on page 3), an
October 7 screening of the GVSU film
students' summer film project fro m
1998, and a literacy conference o n
October 22-23 (see article on page 4).
The main event for the month is an
October 18 symposium o n "Arts and
Humanities in the Public Sphe re, " which
w ill include a panel discussion w ith
State Representati ve Jo n Jellema ; Linda
Samuelson , executive director of the

Grand Rapids Area Humanities Council;
Tamera Ramaker, executive director o f
the Arts Counci l of Greater Grand
Rapids; and Jeff Kaczmarczyk, music
and arts re porter for the Grand Rapids
Press. Dean of Arts and Humanities
Gary Stark will moderate the panel
discussion.
Also on October 18, GVSU w ill
present awards o f me rit to Cha rles and
Stell a Royce and to Hank Me ijer for
the ir su pport of arts and humanities in
west Michigan.
National Arts and Humanities Month
grew o ut of National Arts Week, which
was started in 1985 by the Natio nal
Endowment fo r the Arts and sponsored
by Americans for the Arts.

Across Campus
First Set of Bells for New Tower Arrives from France
Earl Beckering
braved the rain
last week to
celebrate the
installation of the
first of 48 bells in
the Beckering
Family Carillon
Tower on the
Grand Rapids
Campus.

President to Address
CVSU Community
President Arend D . Lubbers will
address the Grand Valley community
at 3 p.m. on Thursday, October 7, in
the Cook-DeWitt Center. All faculty
and staff members are invited to
attend.

State Unearths Artifacts
Near Downtown Campus
Archeologists fro m Commonwea lth
Cultural Resources Group Inc. (CCRG) ,
under contract to the Michigan Depar,ment o f Transportatio n, found evidence
of a buried 2,000-year-old , pre-histo ric
Native American camp o r village site in
Eberhard Center's Lot B last week.
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continuedfrom page 1

CCRG had drilled core samples in
pre paration for the MDOT S-curve reconstruction.
GVSU Anthropology Professor Janet
Brashier, an expert on Grand River Basin
archeology, no ted that the site may be
related to the Converse Mounds, which
were mostly destroyed in the 19th centu1y .
Remnants may still exist, Brashier said ,
under several feet of historic debris that has
accumu lated over the last 150 years.
The archeological find - pottery pieces,
flint chips , and charred animal bones - was
d iscovered nearly three meters under the
asphalt in Lot B, Brashier said .

The GVSU Forum. is
published b y the Office o f
U niversity Communications
every Monday when classes are
in sess ion and biweekly during
the summer. The submissio n
d eadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adam s, edito r, c/o the FORUM
cc:Ma il box. Fro m o ff ca mpus,
em ail forum@gvsu.edu.
Telep hone: 616-895-2221 . Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu .edu/
Facu lty and staff m embers
ca n find an online "Sketches"
submissio n form on the Web Site.

"Fed eral regulatio ns require that all
fed erally funded highway projects take into
consideratio n archeological and historic
resources that may be damaged by construction. Beca use the mo unds had been
identified in this vicinity, MDOT was taking
extra care, given the potential impact of
the ir construction plans, " Brashier said.
According to John Bowers, Eberhard
Center manager, Lo t B was to reopen this
morning.

GVSU Opens Microsoft
Authorized Education Center
The Institute for Training and Developme nt, part of the Continuing Education
Office at GVSU, is opening computer
training centers at the Eberhard Center and
at the Meijer Campus in Holland.
"It's a bold new initiative to provide
highly technica l training for computer
professio nals in a university environment,"
said Cal Stockman, dean of Continu ing
Education. "We will offer training on stateof-the-art techno logy that fu lfi lls the needs
of the business commun ity. "

The training centers o ffer networked
computer labs built to emu late a typica l
business compute r e nvironment. Institute fo r
Training and Developme nt staff w ill train
computer p rofessio nals o n Microsoft's
Networking softwa re as well as the ir
desktop operating systems. The courses lead
to certification as a Microsoft Certified
Systems Engineer. The Institute w ill also
offer courses leading to A+ Certificatio n fo r
PC Technicians as well as programs for
Certified Inte rnet Webmasters.
"This initiative represents Grand Va lley
State Uni versity's ded icatio n to providing
training that fits the needs of the comm unity," Stockman said. "Th is is the type of
educatio n that businesses in the comp ute r
indu stry wa nt - educa tio n that is curre nt
and ca n be put to use in the wo rkplace
toda y."

Nominations Sought
For Outstanding Teacher
Nominations are be ing accepted through
October 29 for next yea r's GVSU O utstanding Teacher Award. Kathleen Ba iley, o f the
School of Criminal Justice, was ho no red this
yea r at the fa ll convocatio n fo r he r o utstanding performance as a teache r.
The Outstanding Teacher Award is
separate fro m awa rds granted for othe r
accomplishme nts, such as o utstanding
research . Only fu ll-time , tenure-track fa culty
are eligible . Self-nominations are no t
acce pted .
Nominatio n forms have been sent to all
faculty members. Forms are a lso ava ilable
from the Academic Resource Cente r, 200
Student Services Building, o r fro m Gregg
Dimkoff, awa rd committee cha ir, 250 La ke
Huron Hall. Nominatio ns and selectio n
criteria are explained on the form.

Coming Events
Veteran Journalist to Address
'Decline in Community'
Today
James R. Dickenson, a po litical reporte r,
editor and columnist for nearly 30 years,
will address the change in rural society in a
public address at Grand Valley this evening.

The Grand Va lley communi ty is invited to
attend. A reception and book signing w ill
fo llow the lecture .
Dickenson will deliver a speech titled
"Change in Rural Society: The Decline of
Community in Rura l Ame rica " at 7 p.m. in
the Cook-DeWitt Center o n GVSU's All encontinued on page 3
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dale campus. The free, public event is
part of the university's Glenn A.
Niemeyer Lecture series, in ho nor of the
GVSU provost.
Beginning in 1960, Dicke nson served
as a re po rter or editor for the United
Press Inte rnatio nal, the National
Observe,; Washington Sta,; and Washington Post. Since 1989 he has worked
as coordinato r and mode rato r o f the
Smithsonian Institution p rog ram , "The
Smithsonian Fo rum on the Media and
Society ."
"Dickenson will discuss his boyhood
o n the plains of weste rn Ka nsas and
how people there re present an important quality o f America," says Politica l
Science Professor Bill Baum , who
coordinated the lecture. "Of particular
inte rest to him are the rapid and
fund amental changes to the ru ral and
small town way o f life brought on by
20th centu1y technology. His memories
and anecdotes will help us understand
some of the many changes we may
have experie nced. "
The Glenn A. Nie meyer Lectures
began last yea r. The annu al series
features s pea kers discussing b road
themes in American history and
tho ught.

special convocation ho noring Dickenson at 11 a.m. in the Cook-DeWitt
Cente r. At that time , he w ill deliver a
speech, titled "Jo urnalism Today: How
Mode rn Techno logy Drives News
Coverage to the Lowest Common
Denominator. " A receptio n is planned ,
preceding the convocatio n, at 10 a.m. in
Cook-DeWitt Cen ter.

Fremont Poet to Give
Reading October 6
As part o f Culture Matters, GVSU's
observance of Na tio nal Arts and
Humanities
Month ,
poet,
novelist,
and writer
Dan Gerber,
will give a
poet1y
reading in
the CookDeWitt
Center on
Wednesday,
Octo ber 6,
at 4 p.m. Faculty and staff membe rs are
in vited to atte nd.
Gerber, who has a new book o f
poems o ut from MSU Press, T1ying to
Catch the Horses, is beginning his
Michiga n book to ur at Grand Va lley.
Refreshments and book signing will
foll ow the reading.

Arts at Noon Concert
Features Accomplished
Pianist
William Do ppmann returns to Grand
Valley for a concert on October 7, at 12
noon , in the Cook-DeWitt Center to
present an eclectic recital that will
include music by Sweelinck, Chopin ,
Albright, and his own work.

James R. Dickenson

Convocation Planned for October 5
On Tuesda y, October 5, fac ulty and
staff me mbe rs are invited to attend a

He has ta ught music at three majo r
universities, worked as a composer,

Doppmann, who made his solo
debut at the Cincinnati Symphony at the
age of te n, studied w ith the Cincinnati
Conservato1y of Music through his high
school yea rs and was the veteran of
more than 500 performances by the
time he entered the University of
Michiga n.

won a number of music awards and
grants, and was chosen as a Guggenhe im Fell ow.

GVSU Hosts Regional
Meeting About Binge
Drinking Prevention
As part of the regional meeting of the
Michigan Ca mpus Community Coalition
for Prevention (MC3 - 4P) , Dr. Linda
Costigan Lede rman, Rutgers University
professor, will speak at 10 a.m. in the
Pe re Marquette Room o f the Kirkhof
Center o n Friday, October 8. Lederman,
director o f the Communicatio n and
Health Issues Research Grou p (CHI) , is
the keyno te speake r for the meeting,
which is be ing hosted by G rand Valley.
GVSU's Alcoho l Educatio n, Resea rch
and Tra ining Laboratories (ALERT Labs)
is partnering with Lederman's CHI
gro up in develo ping alcohol preventio n
p rograms for students. Lederman is
leading Rutgers' p rogram to reduce
binge drinking on campu s.
Her presentation will foc us on the
communicatio n and social no rms
approac h to prevention , w ith special
emphasis on the role of students in
d evelo ping programming.
As a member of the coalition, GVSU is
hosting representatives from the other
colleges and universities from the southwestern region of the state. MC3 - 4P has
applied fo r a statewide U.S. Dep artme nt
of Education grant and me mbe r schools
continued on page 4
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have initiated a variety of programs
inte nded to prevent haza rdous drinking
on college ca mpuses.
GVSU facu lty and staff members and
stude nts are invited to attend Lederman's speech , as well as the re mainder
of the regional meeting, which begins at
10 a. m. and e nds at 2 p.m. Following
Lederman's speech, conference attendees wi ll discuss funding, local programming, and policy issues. Contact
Nancy Harpe r via e-mai l for mo re
informatio n.

munity concerned with issues of sexual
o rie ntation.
The training is a mandato1y requisite
to becoming an All y. Existing Allies are
welcome to participate in the training.
To register contact Jeff Kruse , at
exte nsion 5-8900. For more information ,
contact Milt Ford at x3114.

sity. Johnson, author of Getting Started
with Literature Circles and Literature

Literacy Conference
Celebrates Quality
Instruction

Fall Training for Allies and
Advocates Set

The second annua l Celebrate Literacy
Conference will be held at the Kirkhof
Center on Friday and Satmday, October
22-23 to pro mo te qua lity literacy
instruction at all levels.

Alli es and Advocates will host its fa ll
training session on Friday, October 8,
from 1:45-5 p .m. , in the Lake r Village
Apartment South Community Cente r.
Faculty and staff interested in becoming
me mbers are invited to attend.

Sponsored by Grand Valley's School
of Education , the English Department,
and Library Services, the conference
includes presentations by literacy
experts, authors, illustrators, artists,
poets, and educato rs.

Allies and Advocates exists to offer
support and resources in a safe e nvironment for me mbers of the GVSU com-

The keynote address, on Friday,
October 22, will be g ive n by Na ncy
Jo hnson of Western Washington Univer-

Nancy Johnson

Circles and Response, will focus o n
e le me ntary and secondary issues.
continued on page 5

Alumni House 'Groundbreaking' Ceremony to Follow Homecoming Game
Grand Valley faculty and staff
members are invited to attend the
ceremonial groundbreaking for the
GVSU Alumni House and Visitors
Center immediately after the Homecorning footba ll game on Saturday,
October 16. The game, which begins

at 1 p .m. , is expected to be over around
4 p.m.
Construction, which actually began
in July, is expected to be completed by
next summer, with the dedication
scheduled for Homecoming 2000.
The 13,000square-foot
facility, which
will provide an
environment for
alumni activities,
will a lso house
the Alumni Affairs
Offices and
provide a
headquarters for
the GVSU Alumni
Association. The
building will also
include four guest
rooms for bedand-breakfast-

style overn ight accommodations, a
banquet room that will seat up to 150
guests, and an outdoor patio. A
conference room, a library that will
house displays of indusuy, art and
literature by Grand Valley alumni, and
an Emeritus Study are also in the plans.
Financing for the center comes
from private sources, including Grand
Valley alumni and friends of the
university. According to Kent Fisher,
associate director of Alumni Relations,
the capita l campaign goal , which
includes full funding of the Alumni
Heritage Scholarship, is getting close
to being met. "At this point, we've
raised about $1.8 million in gifts and
pledges toward our goal of $2.5
million," Fisher said.
Construction crews began raising
the framework for the walls of the
GVSU Alumni House and Visitors
Center in September.
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Professio nal books and chi ldren's li terature selections will
be available throughout the conference.
The conference fee fo r both days, a box lunch on
Friday, and an autho r luncheon o n Saturda y, is $75 . For
mo re information or to register, contact Liz Storey at x3345
today.

Jazz Concert Features Final Appearance
By Joyce Cobb
Noted blues and jazz singer Joyce Cobb will perform o n
Thu rsday, October 28, in a concert to benefit mino rity
stude nts. The concert, sponsored by the Minority Affairs
Office a nd Multicultural Center, w ill be at 7 p.m . at the
B.O.B. in downtown Grand Rapids. Chris Howes is the
guest artist for the final concert of the Blues o n the Banks
series . A receptio n will take place at 6 p.m.
Cobb, who has put o n benefit concerts at Grand Valley
each year since 1995, bega n singing as a child in her
gra ndmothe r's Nashville church and continued to perform

fo r local te levision stations as well as at clubs and at
Opryland. She has appea red in concert with Taj Mahal, the
Temptations, and Al Jarrea u . Cobb also teaches jazz voca ls
in the
Commercial
Jazz Department at the
University of
Memp his. In
1992 , she
ope ned the
Memp his
Club "Joyce
Cobb's on
Bea le Street. "
Tickets for
the concert
are $35 each and may be purchased by ca lling the Office of
Minority Affairs at x2177.
For more about Blues on the Banks of the Grand V, go to
on the Web at www .gvnow.gvsu. edu/

Calendar of Events
G eneral Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Ga lle ry Hours : 10 a. m.-5 p .m. Mon .-Fri ., 10 a.m.-7 p .m.
Thurs. Al l activities on the Allenda le campus unless
otherwise noted.
Fri. ,Aug. 27-Fri. , Oct. 15
Ga llery ho urs: Art exhibit, "The Fine Art o f Contempora1y
Children's Book Illustratio n. " Calder Gallery, PAC. Call
x3 196 for more informatio n.
Mon. , Oct. 4
12 noon: Arts & Humanities Month kickoff lawn party. KC.
Ca ll x2405 for mo re info rmatio n.
12 noon: Campus Wellness Health Awareness Series,
"10,000 Steps to Health ." Muskegon River Room, KC.
E-ma il Brenda Reeves to registe r.
7 p .m. : The Glenn A. Niemeyer Lectures. "Change in Rural
Society: The Decline o f Communi ty in Post-War America," presented by James R. Dickenson. Receptio n to
fo llow. CDC.
Tues. , Oct. 5
11 a.m.: Special convocation ho no ring James R. Dickenson,
presented by the School o f Communicatio ns. CDC.
Reception precedes the convoca tio n in lo unge . RSVP by
e-mailing the Dean of Students Office.
3-5 p.m.: COT Development Committee Wo rkshop. "Personal Safety Wo rkshop, " presented by Barbara Kelley.
Muskegon River Room, KC. Call x2215 to register.

Wed. , Oct. 6

4 p.m .: Poet and fiction writer Dan Gerber reads from his
work to kick o ff the publication of his selected poems
from MSU Press . CDC.
5:30 p.m.: Campus Wellness Hea lth Awareness Series,
"Harvest Health To ur. " Muskegon River Room , KC. Email Brenda Reeves to registe r.
Thurs. , Oct. 7

9 a.m.-4 p.m. : Depressio n Screening Day sponsored by
Career Plann ing & Counseling Center. 204 STU. Ca ll
x3266 fo r mo re info rmatio n.
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series . Pianist William Doppma nn .
CDC.
3 p.m. : Uni ve rsity community address presented by
President Lubbers. CDC.
5:30 p .m.: Showing of "My Life Among the Gop is," the Fil m
& Video program's 1998 Summer Film project. Receptio n
to follow. 132 LHH. Call x3465 for more info rmatio n.
Fri. , Oct. 8
Fourth Annual Lee Natio nal Denim Day to benefi t the
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundatio n. Donatio ns
o f $5 or mo re entitle facu lty and staff members to wear
denim for the day . Call x2220 for more informatio n.
10 a.m. & 7:30 p .m.: Wi lliam Shakespeare's "Macbeth. "
Tickets are $9 fo r genera l admission , $6 for senio rs and
special populations, $5 for students, and $2 fo r gro ups.
Ca ll x2300 for reservatio ns. LAT, PAC.
continued on page 6
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10:30 a.m.: Family Day event. No nde nominationa l service &
breakfast. Family Weekend tent, Tennis Court area.
3 p .m.: Guest-Artist Series . This opening event o f GVSU's
Inte rnatio nal Violin Series brings Donald Weilerstein ,
vio lin, and Vivian Hornik Weilerstein , piano, in the
Weilerstein Duo. LAT, PAC.

1 p .m. : Shakespeare Festival. Master class on New Plays.
Pre-registration required by calling x2300.
2-5 p.m.: Allies & Advocates training. Laker Village South
Commu ni ty Room. Call x5-8900 to register.
6:45 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival. Outdoor greenshow with
Festival entertainers.

Sports

Family Weekend

Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to
change.

Sat. , Oct. 9
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Family Day registration . Family Weekend
tent, Tennis Court area.
9 a.m. : Dedication of the Calde r Art Center student ho using.
9:30-11: 30 a.m. : Family Day event. Residence Hall Open
ho uses.
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Arts and crafts fair sponsored by the Varsity
Swimming & Diving Teams. FH.
10 a.m.-dusk: Shakespeare Festival. Renaissance Faire.
Carillon Tower.
10 a.m .: Shakespeare Festi val. Maste r class in Creative
Dynamics, presented by Karen Libman. Pre-registration
req uired. Ca ll x2300.
11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Fa mily Day event. BBQ Lunch.
Family Weekend Tent, Tennis Court area .
12 noon: Comedian Tim Cusack presents standup comedy
and an interactive rap/ hip-hop workshop. PAC.
1-3 p.m.: Family Day event. Alexander Ca lder Art Center
tours.
1:15 & 6:45 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival. Outdoor greenshow
with Festival ente rtainers.
2 & 7:30 p.m.: William Shakespeare's "Macbeth. " See above
fo r costs and reservatio n information. LAT, PAC.
4:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festiva l. A 45-minute public critiqu e
of the "Macbeth" stage production by an adjudicator from
the American College Theatre Festival. PAC.

Sun. , Oct. 10

10 a.m.-dusk: Shakespeare Festival. Renaissance Faire.
Carillon Tower.

Mon., Oct. 4
All Day: Men's Golf at No rthwood University Invitational.
Midland , MI.
Wed. , Oct.6

5 p.m. : Women 's Soccer. Saginaw Valley State University at
GVSU .
7 p.m.: Volleyball. Ferris State University at GVSU.
Fri. , Oct. 8-Sat., Oct. 9

All Day: Men's Golf at GLIAC Conference Champio nships.
· Novi, MI.
Fri. , Oct. 8

2 p.m.: Women's Tennis. Lake Superior State University at
GVSU.
4 p .m .: Cross Country at Michigan Intercollegiate Champ ionships. Hillsdale.
7 p.m.: Volleyball. Ashland University at GVSU.
Sat. , Oct. 9

10 a.m.: Women's Tennis. Michigan Tech University at
GVSU.
1 p.m.: Football. Mercyhurst College at GVSU.
4 p.m.: Volleyball. Universi ty of Findlay at GVSU.
Sun., Oct. 10
10 a.m.: Women 's Tennis. Northern Michigan University at
GVSU .
11 a.m.: Women's Soccer at Northern Michigan University.
Marquette .

